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services to more than 19,500 children, individ-
uals and families through clinical practice and
training exercises at more than 375 healthcare
facilities throughout the state. The College of
Nursing also emphasizes teaching its students
how to serve rural and underserved popu-
lations, and the school is committed to diver-
sity in its classes so that its campus will better
reflect the communities its graduates go on to
serve.

With a shortage of nurses in the country,
especially in largely rural areas like New Mex-
ico, it is fundamental that world class institu-
tions like the University of New Mexico Col-
lege of Nursing continue to train exceptional
nurses who will serve our community for years
to come. The New Mexico Health Care Work-
force Committee estimates that New Mexico
currently faces a shortage of at least 270
nurses. However, the care that nurses provide
is the crux of our medical model. | am grateful
for the tremendous work that the University of
New Mexico College of Nursing has done to
supply our state with such invaluable care-
givers. Indeed, we must continue to support
this world class institution and others like it.

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to
recognize this special and important institution
for recently celebrating its 60th Anniversary.
Congratulations to the University of New Mex-
ico College of Nursing; keep up the great
work.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
JOHNNIE SOWELL NEESE

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, last week, South Carolinians mourned the
passing of Johnnie Sowell Neese of Spring-
dale who was recognized as one of the state’s
leading businesswomen. She was the state’s
first female Republican candidate for office
with the 1964 Goldwater Republican effort. At
that time only one Republican had been elect-
ed as a legislator in the Twentieth Century
being Charlie Boineau in 1961. Mrs. Neese
courageously spearheaded the promotion of
the two-party system in South Carolina where
Republicans are now super majorities in the
legislature holding all statewide offices. They
are led by Governor Nikki Haley, from her
home county of Lexington, who is the state’s
first female Governor in 340 years.

She and her late husband Harry carefully
organized their professions as they success-
fully raised five talented daughters who have
now inspired the success of six grandsons.

| especially appreciate her “gift of adminis-
tration” in that for seventeen years she was
treasurer of my campaign as | served in the
State Senate. She upheld flawlessly the stand-
ard set by my predecessor and her friend
Congressman Floyd Spence that “It must not
only be right, it must look right,” as we suc-
cessfully replaced an incumbent in the Repub-
lican primary.

The following obituary was in The State
newspaper of Columbia, S.C., on Saturday,
January 30th:

Funeral service for Johnnie Sowell Neese,
89, of West Columbia, will be held at 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 31, 2016, at Holland Avenue
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Baptist Church, 801 12th Street, Cayce, SC.
Pastor Dow Welsh and Pastor Charles Wilson
will officiate. Interment will follow in
Southland Memorial Gardens. The family
will greet friends from 6:00 8:00 p.m. Satur-
day, January 30, 2016, at Thompson Funeral
Home of Lexington, 4720 Augusta Road, Lex-
ington, SC. Mrs. Neese passed away Thurs-
day, January 28, 2016.

Born in Kershaw, she was a daughter of the
late John Wesley and Evelyn Blease Johnson
Sowell, Sr. She was a graduate of Kershaw
High School and attended Coker College.
Johnnie was a charter member of Holland
Avenue Baptist Church and served as trustee
and Sunday School teacher for more than 50
years. She was the chairman of the Nomi-
nating, Finance, and Personnel Committees,
and a member of the Benevolent, Building,
Library, and Stewardship Committees.
Johnnie was continuously employed by the
House of Perfection, Inc., manufacturer and
wholesaler of children’s apparel from Novem-
ber 1956 until July 2005, when she retired as
executive vice president and chief financial
officer. She was the former president of the
West Columbia Cayce Junior Woman’s Club,
former Division chairman of the S.C. Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs, the former president
of the Riverlyn Women’s Club, a former
member of the Lexington County Higher
Education Commission, Congaree Area Girl
Scout Council and served as the West Colum-
bia Cayce residential chairman for the
United Way. Johnnie was a former member
of the Body of Trustees, United Community
Services and was nominated for the “Woman
of Achievement’” award for the State of
South Carolina in 1992. She was awarded the
“Woman of Distinction’ honor in 1996, from
the Congaree Area Girl Scout Council.

From 1964 through 1967, Johnnie was active
in the Lexington County and the South
Carolina Republican Parties, having served
as secretary-treasurer, County Finance
chairman, County Organization chairman,
president of Lexington County Republican
Women, precinct officer, and Convention
Credentials chairman. A candidate for the
House of Representatives in 1964, she was the
first woman in South Carolina to run for
public office on the Republican ticket. She
served for 17 years as treasurer for Senator
Addison G. (Joe) Wilson and assumed active
roles in State and Congressional campaigns
for Republican candidates Albert Watson,
Floyd Spence, and Strom Thurmond.

Johnnie is survived by her daughters,
Lynda Neese (Gary Miller), Carol Neese,
Deborah Neese, Sandra Neese Cooke, Tracey
Neese Edenfield; six grandsons, Ira Brent
Driggers, Jonathan Michael Cooke, Jordan
Patrick Cooke, Zachary Tanner Edenfield,
Nicholas Yates Edenfield, Jacob Andrew
Edenfield; three great-grandsons. In addition
to her parents, she was predeceased by her
husband of more than 50 years, Harry Yates
Neese; twin sister, Connie Sowell, and broth-
er, John W. Sowell, Jr.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ANTONIO B.
WON PAT GUAM INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT AUTHORITY

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 1, 2016

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate the staff and
management of the Antonio B. Won Pat Guam
International Airport Authority (GIAA) on their
40th anniversary of service to the people of
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Guam. The Guam International Airport Author-
ity has grown steadily over the past 40 years
and has played a vital role in the development
of Guam, especially success of the island’s
visitor industry over the past 40 years. When
the Guam Airport first began, all airport busi-
ness was handled as a division of the Guam
Department of Commerce. In 1976, the GIAA
became a government agency through the en-
actment of Guam Public Law 13-57. During
this period of the airport’s history, Pan Amer-
ican Airways, Continental Air Micronesia and
Japan Airlines were the only airline carriers to
service Guam and utilize the facilities.

The Guam International Airport Authority
has made tremendous progress over the last
40 years and has become a critical transpor-
tation hub in the Asia-Pacific region. GIAA has
facilitated the growth of Guam’s economy and
visitor industry. Guam’s tourism economy re-
lies heavily on GIAA facilities for a positive
passenger experience when traveling to
Guam. The airport has added two terminal
buildings with the second and current terminal
completed in September 1998 as part of a
$241M expansion and construction project.
This is the single largest improvement project
competed by the Government of Guam.

As the airport expanded its operations, addi-
tional airline carriers began service out of
Guam. In 1981, Continental Micronesia added
flights to Japan and Northwest Airlines began
regularly scheduled services. In 1983, All
Nippon Airways (ANA) began charter flights to
Guam and then opened their international
services three years later. Continental Air Mi-
cronesia introduced direct air service between
Guam and Hong Kong in 1984. Soon after in
1986, the United States Congress passed the
Omnibus Territories Act to include visa waiv-
ers for several countries and expanded the
doors for more tourism arrivals. The GIAA
passed its “one million passenger’ mark in
1988 and was renamed the “Antonio B. Won
Pat Guam International Air Terminal” after
Guam’s first Delegate to the U.S. House of
Representatives. Soon after in 1990, Korea
was granted a visa waiver and Continental Air
Micronesia began air services in Seoul and
expanded flights in Japan. In 1995, GIAA took
on more responsibility when it became the
only commercial airport on Guam with the clo-
sure of Naval Air Station. With increased serv-
ices in the Asian region, Guam was ranked
the 4th top U.S. gateway to and from Asia and
Australia in 1999. Growth and expansion con-
tinued for the GIAA after the turn of the new
millennium and in 2007, the airport’s total eco-
nomic contributions were totaled at $1.7 billion
with 20,440 jobs generated.

The Guam International Airport Authority
has continued expanding with cargo and other
facilities while practicing its duties as a re-
sponsible neighbor and community partner.
Anticipating the needs of an increased tourism
economy and the growth associated with the
military realignment, the airport undertook
these efforts to prepare for increased cargo
traffic on Guam. Further, a multimillion dollar
noise mitigation program was implemented for
houses in the area beginning in 2009. Air
services have expanded even more with in-
creased flights in the region on new and exist-
ing expanding airlines. GIAA has continued to
provide consistent service and good facility
throughout the turbulent history of airline
mergers. The airport has also adapted to wel-
come Russian tourists when President Obama
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